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ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-OI ADP-00 OMB-01 10-13 EUR-25 NEA-10 CIAE-00 

DODE-00 PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-03 

RSC-OI PRS-OI SS-15 USIA-15 AID-20 RSR-01 /I53 W 

022878 

R 070800Z AUG 73 
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9189 
INFO CINCPAC 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 

UNCLAS SINGAPORE 3084 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: PM LEE’S LATEST COMMENTS ON NEUTRALIZATION 

THE GOS HAS RELEASED EXCERPTS FROM AN ADDRESS PRIME 
MINISTER LEE KUAN YEW GAVE ON AUGUST 4 TO THE COMMON- 
WEALTH PRIME MINISTERS' MEETING IN OTTAWA. THAT 
PART DEALING WITH NEUTRALIZATION WILL BE OF INTEREST 
TO ADDRESSEE POSTS. "THIS BIG POWER GAME IS ACUTE 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. WE ARE TRAPPED IN THE SCHEMES OF 
THE GREAT POWERS. THERE ARE TWO ALTERNATIVES EOR 
US. ONE, TO CREATE A SHANGRI-LA IN OUR MINDS. THE 
ASEAN COUNTRIES, INDONESIA, MALAYSIA, THE PHILIPPINES, 
SINGAPORE AND THAILAND, HAVE ASKED, PLEASE, CAN WE 
HAVE NEUTRALIZATION? CAN WE HAVE A ZONE OF 
NEUTRALITY, GUARANTEED BY THE BIG POWERS? THE 
ONLY MAJOR POWER THAT HAS RESPONDED IN CHINA BUT 
IT IS NOT YET IN A POSITION TO GUARANTEE IT. THE 
OTHER TWO WHICH CAN GUARANTEE IT, THE SOVIET UNION 
AND AMERICA, HAVE NOT RESPONDED. SO WE ARE 
WHISTLING IN THE DARK, THROUGH THE CEMETERY OE INDO- 
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CHINA. WE HAVE TO GUESS WHAT CHINA’S WILLINGNESS 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

TO GUARANTEE NEUTRALITY WILL BE WHEN IT HAS A BLUE 
WATER FLEET THAT CAN POLICE THE STRAITS OF SOUTH- 
EAST ASIA, THE SOUTH CHINA SEA AND THE INDIAN OCEAN." 
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